
   

 Traverse City, MI — The 2018 Annual Michigan 
Charter Boat Association Business Conference will 
be held over the weekend of October 19, 20 and 21, 
2018 at The Great Wolf Lodge in Traverse City. 

 The Association has made arrangements with the 
hotel for a special room rate for those who wish to 
stay overnight for one or two nights. Call them at 
(231) 941-3600, and ask for the MCBA special rate 
($95 per night) the address is 3575 U.S. Highway 
31 S, Traverse City, MI 49684   

www.greatwolf.com/traverse-city  

Reservation Code: 1810MICH_001  
(don't forget the underscore) 

 The fall conference is a great way to catch up on 
what's going on and to enjoy a day or two away 
from the regular home routine. Bring your spouse or 
significant other, too. There are lots of things 
(shopping for the upcoming holidays) to do in the 
area. 

 The Annual Conference will begin on Friday even-
ing with a social gathering in the hospitality room 
(6: PM - till?). This informal gathering will provide 
an evening long opportunity to mix with MCBA offic-
ers and board members; maybe some DNR person-
nel or Sea Grant staff, and of course, other captains 
from all over the state. There will be FREE snacks, 
pizza, pop and adult drinks.  

 Of course, attendance at this event is strictly op-
tional, but it is a great way to start your weekend at 
the MCBA conference. And you might get a chance 
to talk to someone in the DNR who needs to hear 
your issue. However, you don't need to attend the 
Friday evening session to enjoy the conference main 
event. 

 The main event will begin early Saturday morn-

ing, with coffee and Complete Deluxe Buffet Break-
fast (included with your registration) during regis-
tration. The program begins at 9:00 AM. Various 
Speakers and panels will present information about 
issues of interest to our captains. There are question 
and answer sessions at the end of each presenta-
tion.  

  On Saturday evening we will have a dinner at the 
hotel, followed by a short program including the An-
nual MCBA Awards and our honored dinner speaker 
(to be announced). After the short program, there is 
a spirited tackle raffle, usually raffling off some of 
the best current tackle from the best companies. 

 For those who stay over and we encourage you 
to do so, Sunday morning brings the official annual 
business meeting after coffee, juice, and BREAK-
FAST BUFFET (Free to all members & spouse). The 
meeting will cover all the current business of the 

(Continued on page 02) 
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Association and will end following the election of 
officers. Normally, the meeting is over by 10:30 AM 
or so, and folks begin to check out to travel home 

or take in local events. 

 We offer our annual business meeting as a bene-
fit to our members for the sake of working togeth-

(Continued from page 01) . . . Annual Business Meeting  

(Continued on page 03) 

From the Helm . . .                                                                                

 

Another season is 
here. Most of our captains are 
doing well around the state. 
Talking with many captains from 
Lakes Huron, Erie and Michigan 

fishing is very good to red-hot. The walleye bite is 
limit catches on Lake Erie, Saginaw Bay and salm-
on catches for Central and Southern Lake Michi-
gan on most days is very good to excellent.... 
Seems if the fishing is slow on a certain day the 
weather has played a factor in the catch, from re-
ports from captains. Salmon are being reported 
caught by captains as far north as Leland. On 
Lake Huron, Atlantic Salmon are showing up in the 
catch by our captains up and down the Lake Hu-
ron shoreline. Some of those fish are starting to 
show some size. Let us hope this fishery continues 
to expand. These are a terrific gamefish for our 
customers. 

MCBA has closely followed the commercial fishing 
statue being updated by our state legislature, 
MUCC and other sport fishing groups. Our point 
man from MCBA, Past President Captain Terry 
Walsh has been involved with the updated chang-
es to the revised statue from day one and kept 
me informed on progress of implementing this 
new statue. Myself, VP Captain Bill Winowiecki and 
past President Captain Terry Walsh were to attend 
a legislative hearing at the Capital Building in Lan-
sing .We were to voice our opinions on the updat-

ed changes to the proposed new statue. Of partic-
ular importance to our membership is the bi-catch 
of walleye on Lake Huron and Lake Trout in North-
ern Lake Michigan. 

Unfortunately, at the last minute this meeting was 
canceled for reasons not given to us and other 
sport fishing groups. 

On June 11, 2018, an oversight committee meet-
ing in Alpena, MI was held over the issue of cor-
morant control, or I should say lack of control, by 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. For our members 
to see more on this oversight meeting you can go 
to YouTube to view.   

https://youtu.be/LKdqeaSUXo0   

There are to be more meetings on this topic this 
year. Fish and Wildlife Service reported their find-
ings on sport fish depredations by cormorants 
would be ready by November 2018.  From my 
perspective the US Fish and Wildlife Service has 
been slow to react regarding cormorant control. 

In closing, I hope everyone has a great season 
with plenty of customers and fish in their coolers. 
I myself have checked daily the Northern Lake 
Michigan buoy water temperatures. I am looking 
for those offshore thermo bars to form in late June 
and the great Steelhead fishing that those thermo 
breaks provide. 

 

Have a great summer... 

Captain Eric Andersen - President MCBA  ~� 
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er. We hope you will attend to learn more from 
your Association and what we have to offer your 
charter business. Why not take a little time off from 
your normal schedule and take in an interesting, 
informative and relaxing weekend for fun and ca-
maraderie with fellow captains. � 

(Continued from page 02) . . . Annual Business Meeting     The next issue of the Cannon-
ball Gazette will be published 
in September. Submissions 
must  be in by August  28, 
2018.   

Send  photos and news items to: 
larry@saginawbay.com 

 

 The 2018 charter season has start-
ed.  Good catches of lake trout and 
some very large salmon are being 

reported. 

 We are three years into the brown trout plant on 
the northwest coast of Lake Michigan.  It seems to 
be working.  I’m hearing rumors, and looking at 
many pictures of nice brown trout caught from Le-
land to Ludington. Late April through May seems to 
be the best time to catch these fish. 

 King Salmon Plants:  The Tribes did not agree 
with a MDNR proposal to reduce lake trout plants in 
northwestern Lake Michigan.  There will be an in-
crease from 330,000 to 450,000 king salmon in 
2019 due to lake trout cuts in southern Lake Michi-
gan to stay within the guidelines of the predator 
prey balance sheet. 

 Tribal Law Enforcement:  All the letters, 
phone calls and attending meetings helped us re-
place, and add officers to the State Tribal Enforce-
ment Unit. Officers appointed are: 

Northwest Lower Michigan:  Officer Sean Kehoe 

Central Upper Peninsula: Officer Mike Hammill 

Eastern Upper Peninsula: Officer Kevin Postma 

Southern Lake Huron:  Officer Nick Atkin 

Investigator Upper Peninsula: Officer John Busken 

Investigator Lower Peninsula: Officer Nick Torskey 

 We want to welcome to these officers. As we all 
know with the new Tribal Decree approaching, we 
will need all the help we can get. 

 The new Michigan DNR online licensing website 
is a bit of a disaster. I do know they are working on 
it as of the writing of this article.  It is way too 

complicated, and takes way too much time to write 
a 24 hour license.  The MCBA board has voiced our 
disappointment on this issue. 

 We had Coast Guard Officer CDR Matt Dooris at 
our last MCBA Board meeting. He was very infor-
mal. The Coast Guard is going to clamp down on 
illegal charters around the state. 

 The board stressed that if a charter boat has a 
State of Michigan inspection sticker and an MCBA 
sticker dated for 2018, please give us a pass, and 
go to the next boat.  He was very appreciative of 
this information.  He was given MCBA stickers to 
educate Coast Guard officers around the state. 

 Tribal Decree:  The tribes are dragging their 
feet on coming to the table to start negotiations of 
the new Tribal Decree.  The old decree expires Au-
gust 27, 2020. The State is prepared and ready to 
get started.  

 There are some issues on Northern Lake Huron 
Zone MH-1.  The sport fishery went over their total 
allowable catch (TAC) two years in a row. The sport 
anglers are looking at a reduction from a three lake 
trout limit to a two fish limit. 

 The MCBA Raffle to support the “Coalition to Pro-
tect Michigan Resources” will be mailed out shortly.  
Larry has all the tickets and envelopes printed. Sue 
will be stuffing envelopes shortly.  We have a long 
way to go and appreciate all your support. Anybody 
who would like more tickets, please email me at 
charterfishing@wattabite.com or give me a call at 
231.409.0963. 

 These are a few highlights of what has occurred 
in the past few months. Many other issues concern-
ing our fishery are being discussed.  

 Stay safe out there. 
Captain Bill Winowiecki - MCBA Vice President  � 

Michigan Charter Boat  Association 
Captain Bill Winowiecki - MCBA Vice President 
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 Hello everyone, 

 Earlier this Spring I had attended the 
Great Lakes Invasive Carp Challenge (Carp Tank 
and Summit) which was held at the Port Authority in 
Detroit. 

 The DNR and the governor’s office along with 
Pure Michigan Business Connect were excited to 
host  an innovation competition to identify a solution 
to the invasive carp issue that’s threatening the 
Great Lakes.   

 The top four finalists gave their presentations to 
the judges which included Gov. Rick Snyder, Dr. 
Denice Shaw, Jeff DeBoer, and Prof. David Lodge.  

 The winning solution was presented to Edem Tsi-
kata from Boston, MA with his idea of a cavitation 
barrier to deter the Asian Carp. His prize was a 
check for $200,000. All four finalists and six runners
-up received nice checks for their ideas.  

 Kinder Morgan Utopia Ltd. Is planning to replace 
approx. 835-meter sections of its existing pipeline 
under the Detroit River between Windsor, Ontario 
Canada and Wayne County, MI. Kinder Morgan is 
proposing to undertake a routine maintenance pro-
ject to improve the 10-inch crossing by replacing it 
with a new 10-inch crossing that will be buried 
deeper under the Detroit River via the horizontal 
directional drilling method. 

 Per the Great Lakes Wind Truth, Lake Erie Cap-
tains be aware that a U.S. Wind developer, Larry 
Wagner, is now partnered with Fred Olsen Renewa-
bles to industrialize and forever ruin Lake Erie. 

 They plan to start with an “icebreaker project” of 
six turbines, 6-8 miles off shore of Cleveland. Their 
ultimate goal, they say, is to install up to or more 
than 1400! Imagine the impacts on fisheries, small 
aircraft, sea planes, and recreational activities. 
There will be a public hearing, Icebreaker Wind, on       
July 19, 2018 at 6 PM at the Cleveland City Council 
Chambers - Cleveland City Hall, 2nd floor - room 
216, 601 Lakeside Ave., Cleveland, OH 44114 

 They would like confirmation if you plan on at-
tending. 

Or notes or letters can be written to the 
Ohio Power Sitting Board, Attn. Matt But-
ler, Asim Haque, chairman. Contact: 
opsb@puco.ohio.gov 

 That’s all for now – Hoping everyone’s 
having a successful summer! 

Capt. Henry, Sportsmen’s Charters � 

 The 2018 fishing season is well un-
derway and most if not all boats have 
been inspected by the DNR. During the 

inspections this Spring the DNR reminded all Cap-
tains to ensure they are filling out their daily catch 
reports, keeping a copy on board (electronic or pa-
per) and not to be late when sending in the monthly 
reports.  The early reports of fishing are good. There 
are reports of good Salmon fishing in southern Lake 
Michigan and those fish seem to be heading north as 
the water warms up. In northern Lake Michigan, the 
stocking effort of brown trout appears to be provid-
ing some nice catches. We hope that the DNR con-
tinues to make this fishery available to anglers. Lake 
trout fishing, which is the main stay of the northern 
Lake Michigan fishery, so far, seems to be good. 
Captains seem to be getting decent catches of fish 
in the shallower waters. These lake trout are forag-
ing mostly on the round gobies. In 2017, lake trout 
harvest by sport anglers MM-1, 2, 3 was below the 
limit. In MM-4, the lake trout harvest exceeded the 
limit by 6,322 pounds and MM-5 the lake trout har-
vest exceeded the limit by 449 pounds. This excess 
harvest is minimal and will not trigger a penalty and 
not affect the 2018 harvest limits. Best of luck to all 
of you on the 2018 season. I hope to see many of 
you at the Annual Meeting in Traverse City this Oc-
tober. � 

 This spring Ludington received ap-
proximately 40,000 lake trout, 
90,000 brown trout and 50,000 Coho 
salmon. The Coho were released at 

(Continued on page 05) 

Central Lake Michigan 
By Captain George Freeman - MCBA Director 

Northern Lake Michigan 
By Captain Tony Radjenovich - MCBA Director 

Lake Erie & Lake St. Clair  
  by Captain Henry Walters 
  MCBA Director 
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Ludington State Park in the Sable River. None of 
these fish were net penned this year. Next year 
there are plans to net pen half the plant to see it net 
penning Coho’s increases their return rate to the 
river. 

     Two tournaments are scheduled this July in Cen-
tral Lake Michigan. The first will be the Muskegon 
Lumber Town Challenge held July 6– 8. Friday is the 
Terry Weber Michigan Stinger Memorial Woman’s & 
Kids Tournament. Entry is $100 per boat and 10% 
of entry fees will go to Terry’s Fund which has been 
set up through the DNR to benefit Education and 
Outreach Programs and to provide fishing gear for 
children.  For more info call Jeff at (231) 750-2042 
or Don at (231) 206-0048. The Ludington Offshore 
Classic Pro/Am will run July 19 – 25. The Classic will 
have a $10,000 1st place Pro Division prize based 
on a 30 boat entry and boasts a 100% payout guar-
antee. The Big Boy Event will be held on July 18-19. 
It is billed as a high stakes equal high rewards 
event. Entry fee is $1000.00 per boat. Payout will 
be 100%. For more info check out 
www.ludingtontournament.com or call the Ludington 
& Scottville Chamber at (800) 542-4600. 

 Any captain or club in the Central Lake Michigan 
region (Muskegon through Ludington) that would 
like to provide news for the Cannonball please call 
me at (877) 456-3474. � 

 A mild winter, now three in a row. 
But a brutal late spring as winter held on until late 
in April.  What will it mean for the fishing season 
this year?  While it's still very early in the season, 
anecdotal reports suggest some very good fishing, 
especially for lake trout and even more catches of 
good-sized salmon than last year at this time.  

 The controversy of lake trout vs salmon is an is-
sue that will not go away anytime soon.  It is clear 
that the customers want to catch salmon, but will go 
for trout if they want to go fishing, as the perception 
seems to be increasing that a successful salmon 
charter is getting harder and harder to have.  We 
need the excitement of catching king salmon to get 
back to the growing of our nationally recognized 
sport fishery.  Many are hoping that will begin to 
change back this season.   

 While I know that many of our thoughts have 
turned to our boats; to charters, and catching 
enough fish to entertain and keep our customers 
happy, we need to keep the future of the sport in 
our collective minds as well.  The issue of Line Five, 
the Consent Decree, and other important decisions 
continue to get closer.  Please try to stay informed 
and when you get a chance, speak up; let your 

(Continued from page 04) . . . . Directors’ Report  

(Continued on page 06) 

  SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 By Captain John Giszczak  

  Captains, fishing season is in full 
swing. Everyone is busy including 
myself. 

 If you have questions or con-
cerns, it’s going to take longer be-
fore you receive a response.  

 Please take the time to check your listings. Be 
sure they are correct.  

 If you plan on hiring a new mate, the most effi-
cent way to get him or her into the MCBA drug 
program will be the online application. Applications 

(printable or online) can be found in the 
“members” section of the MCBA website. 

 If you do need something changed or corrected, 
start on the MCBA home page and click on 
"Members" at the top right of the home page; then 
click on "Web Updates" in the banner on the 
“Members” page. Fill out the Form. Your questions, 
concerns, or changes will go directly to the web-
master and it may take only a matter of minutes 
to fix your problem.  

If you need help or have questions please call 800-
622-2971. If you have to leave me a message, 
please speak slowly/clearly. Your message is digi-

tally recorded and sent to me via email. � 

A Retiree's View over the Transom 

By Captain Jim Fenner 
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views be known.  The future of the fishery for the 
next couple of decades may very well be at stake.  
Support the MCBA as it goes forward, dealing with 
these and other issues important to maintaining our 
sport and our Great Lakes. 

 Have you been chartering for decades? Are you 
considering retiring?  Keep the MCBA retired mem-
bership option in your mind.  The MCBA retired 
member category is for captains who have conclud-
ed or suspended their active membership, but who 
would like to continue to be an MCBA member for a 
very small membership fee.  It’s only for captains 
who are retired or who are not active at this time.  
It doesn't qualify you to work as a captain or a ma-
te.  It does not cover the drug program or an Inter-
net listing, but it does allow you to maintain your 
connection to the MCBA.  (And you can choose this 
category whether your license is current or not.) 

 Even though I’m retired, I get the newsletter, the 
emails, and the annual fall conference information.  
At the conference I get to catch up with many 
friends from my active membership days.  I know I 
will enjoy that weekend.  Good friends, good infor-
mation, good times. Maybe I will see you there.  
Meanwhile, keep a tight line. 

 Jim Fenner, Retired MCBA Captain. � 

 

 

 

SEA K’S LICENSING LORE 

 As Mother Nature continues to 
surprise me with a different weather condition every 
few hours, I have to wonder if she should not be in 
the MCBA random drug-testing program.  As we 
move into June, depression has started to set in be-
cause I haven’t had a line in the water yet.  Sure, 
hope it does not adversely affect my ability to 
properly review your paperwork.  I was planning on 
a relatively quiet licensing summer when a Coast 
Guard notice appeared on the computer.  The notice 
is entitled “New CG-719 Series of Forms Implemen-
tation”.  The English translation, they just issued all 
new application, physical, drug testing and small 
boat sea service forms which must be utilized for 
any application package dated after September 1, 
2018.  I have only had an opportunity to conduct a 

cursory review, but if you thought the old physical 
form was a challenge, wait until you see the new 10
-page replacement.  The other forms appear rela-
tively similar with a few formatting changes, but the 
physical is a site to behold.  I hope to have more 
detailed information for you at the conference in 
Traverse City.  Hope you all have a great season.  

 See you in the fall. � 

 The 2018 Great Lakes fishing season is  under-
way and we have been receiving reports of great 
salmon catches for parts of Lake Michigan and ex-
cellent walleye fishing in Saginaw Bay and Lake Erie.   

 2017 Charter Results: Port tables where char-
ter fishing activity occurred are complete; the tables 
are available on the DNR Charter Fishing web page.  
Feel free to contact me if you need assistance find-
ing this information on the web or would like me to 
email you particular port data. 

 Monthly Reporting: The form packets for 2018 
monthly charter fishing reporting were sent out April 
4th; if you did not receive your packet please con-
tact me and I will send you a new packet.  Opera-
tors who report online DO NOT receive a reporting 
packet in the mail.  Online reporters can access 
their account at any time; please remember to use 
the non-fishing month feature to check off months 
of 2018 when you were not actively fishing.  

 New Online Reporting System: Delayed.   
Fisheries Division’s goal was to have the new report-
ing system available in summer 2018.  The develop-
ment process has been delayed and I do not antici-
pate the new system to be operational prior to fall 
2018.  The current online system will continue to be 
in use until the new reporting system is completed.  
If you are using paper forms but would like to 
change from mail to reporting online, please contact 
me to set up your online reporting account.  An op-
erator cannot use both methods to report. One op-
tion must be selected.  I am available to help you 

(Continued from page 05) . . . . over the Transom 

(Continued on page 07) 

Maritime Licensing Specialist 
Lt. Commander USCG (retired)  
Charles “Chuck” Kakuska 

DNR Fisheries News 
Donna Wesander, DNR Fisheries 
Charter Reporting Program 
email: wesanderd@michigan.gov 
phone: 231-547-2914, ext 223 
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understand and use the online reporting system. 
Give me a call or send me an email and I can lead 
you through the reporting features.  Consider sign-
ing up today. Currently 50% of charter operators in 
Michigan are using the online monthly reporting sys-
tem. 

 Have a safe and enjoyable fishing season! � 

 We just finished the 2018 sport 
shows and the overall attendance 
was good even though we were hit 

hard with a snow storm during the Outdoorama 
show in Novi. I would like to say thank you to the 
following captains who donated their charter service 
to the winners of each show: Capt. Henry Walters 
(Sportsmen’s Charter), Capt. Scott Anderson (Far 
Fetched Charter), Capt. Doug Karakas (E-Fish-N-
Sea Charter), Capt. Rich Tack (R &S Charters), 
Capt. Brady Anderson (Storm Hawk Charters), and 
Capt. Tony Radjenovich (Reelin Leland Charter). The 
shows that we do wouldn’t be a success without 
captains like these donating their time and service. 
If you would like to donate or like to be added to 
our list for next year or future shows, please contact 
me.  

 I want to thank the following people who helped 
us run the MCBA booth this year: Capt. Tony 
Radjenovich, Capt. Henry and Marianne Walters, 
Capt. Doug and Mary Karakas, Capt. Ed McMillion, 
Capt. Kevin Roberts and Jennifer Haslett.  

 To remind everyone, those captains who donate 
a charter for the shows will have their brochures 
displayed at all shows and be reimbursed $200 for 
their fuel when the donated charter is completed. 
The volunteers who help run the booth will be able 
to display their brochures during the time they work 
the booth. If you would like to help in the booth 
next year, please contact me so I can work out a 
time slot. 

 Remember…. This is your organization! All pro-
ceeds that we take in during the shows goes into 

the MCBA Scholarship Fund that helps a student go-
ing into Fisheries and Biology. � 

Cookbooks 
 We still have MCBA 
Cookbooks available. 
If every captain would 
buy 5 each to have on 
your boat to show and 
sell to your customers 
we would be able to 
add the money to our 
scholarship fund and 
get the favorite reci-
pes into kitchens 
where they belong. 

Capt. Rich Haslett � 

NEWS BITES 

Enbridge: 'Feasible' to replace Line 
Five in tunnel under Straits 

 TRAVERSE CITY  — Enbridge 
Inc. said in a report out Friday, 
June 22nd that it would be feasible 
but costly to replace its controver-
sial Line 5 pipeline with a tunneled 
version and “virtually” eliminate 
any risk of an oil spill in the Straits 
of Mackinac. A 30-inch pipeline 
could be housed in a roughly four-
mile tunnel lined with concrete and 
buried 100 feet below the lake 
bed, the Canadian energy compa-
ny told the state of Michigan in a 
required report. The projected cost 
would be $350 million to $500 mil-
lion over six years of planning and construction. 

 Snyder said the report will help the state "define 
a comprehensive solution for all utility cross-
ings.” “Line 5 cannot remain in the Straits indefinite-
ly," the governor said in a statement. "We need a 
concrete strategy and time line to expedite its re-
placement." 

 The aging dual pipelines, built in 1953, transport 
up to 540,000 barrels a day of light crude oil and 

(Continued from page 06) . . . . Fisheries 

(Continued on page 08) 

Show Chairman 

Captain Rich Haslett - Vice President 
248-542-1563 - taloncharters@gmail.com 
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natural gas liquids through the Straits, a turbulent 
waterway that connects Lake Michigan and Lake Hu-
ron.  � 

Great Lakes Policy on Great Lakes Gas 
and Oil Drilling 

 WASHINGTON, D.C. — An executive order signed 
by President Donald Trump on Tuesday reversed an 
Obama-era policy that ordered for the protection of 
oceans and the Great Lakes. 

 U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-Michigan) sent 
a letter to the President on Wednesday to remind 
him that there is a permanent federal ban on gas 
and oil drilling in the Great Lakes. 

 “The economic and environmental significance of 
the Great Lakes cannot be overstated,” Stabenow 
wrote. “Our Great Lakes are the largest surface 
freshwater system on Earth, supply drinking water 
to over 40 million people, and sustain a $6 trillion 
economy and over 50 million jobs. Given the exist-
ing ban on drilling and the importance of the Great 
Lakes, I call on you to reverse course and oppose 
any efforts to open our waters to oil and gas drilling 
as a result of your recent Executive Order.” �  

 

State Record Black Buffalo  

 OTTAWA COUNTY — The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources confirmed the catch of a new 
state record black buffalo on June 12, 2018. 

 The fish, a member of the sucker family, was 
caught by Brandonn Kramer of Muskegon at 11:30 
p.m. May 25, 2018 on the Grand River in Ottawa 
County. Assistance was provided by Kramer’s friend 
and fishing cohort, Shawn Grawbarger, also of Mus-
kegon. The fish weighed 
46.54 pounds and measured 
39.75 inches. Kramer was 
bowfishing when he landed 
the record fish. 

 The record was verified 
by Jay Wesley, a DNR fisher-
ies manager for Lake Michi-
gan. � 

The MCBA Raffle 

 Please support the 
“Coalition to Protect Michi-
gan Resources” raffle tickets 
will be mailed out shortly.  
We have a long way to go, 
and appreciate all your 
support.  � 
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